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Since Mees (1982: 134) drew attention to the fact that Piezorhynchus nitidus Gould, 
1841 was a junior secondary homonym of Myiagra nitida Gould, 1838 in Myiagra, 
the north-west Australian subspecies of the Shining Flycatcher, Myiagra alecto 
(Temminck, 1827), has usually been known by the name melvillensis Mathews (e.g. 
Ford 1983, Schodde & Mason 1999, Johnstone 2001). In an anonymous paper, for 
which authorship was credited later (Mathews 1912b), Mathews (1912a) published 
that name in the combination Monarcha alecto melvillensis, on 2 April 1912, type 
locality Melville Island. In the same publication, however, he also published 
Myiagra rubecula melvillensis for the Melville Island population of the Leaden 
Flycatcher Myiagra rubecula (Latham, 1802). 

Thus, the nomenclature of the Shining Flycatcher is beset with a further problem 
in secondary homonymy, as appreciated by Mayr (1986: 524), who nevertheless 
treated Monarcha alecto melvillensis Mathews and Myiagra rubecula melvillensis 
Mathews as junior synonyms of other names, and did not assign precedence. Mayr 
had concluded that the north-west Australian subspecies of the Shining Flycatcher 
(basionym: Monarcha alecto melvillensis) was consubspecific with Myiagra alecto 
rufolateralis (G. R. Gray, 1858, type locality: Aru Islands), a conclusion since 
shown to be unfounded by detailed analyses of characters in Schodde & Mason 
(1999). 

To resolve the issue of seniority for simultaneously published Monarcha alecto 
melvillensis Mathews, 1912 and Myiagra rubecula melvillensis Mathews, 1912, we, 
acting as first revisers under Art. 24.2 of the International code of zoological 
nomenclature (1999), choose the first name as senior. By this action, that name 
remains available for the north-west Australian Shining Flycatcher. The latter name, 
which has never been treated as anything other than a junior synonym of north-west 
Australian Myiagra rubecula concinna Gould, 1848, in post-1950 literature, now 
becomes junior and invalid whenever the species alecto is treated as a member of 
the genus Myiagra (ICZN Arts. 57.3.1, 59.4). 


References: 

Ford, J. 1983. Taxonomic notes on some mangrove-inhabiting birds in Australasia. Rec. West. Australian 
Mus. 10: 381—415. 

Johnstone, R. E. 2001. Checklist of the birds of Western Australia. Rec. West. Australian Mus., Suppl. 
63: 75-90. 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature. 1999. International code of zoological nomen- 
clature. Fourth edn. The International Trust for Zoological Nomenclature, The Natural History 
Museum, London. 


Richard Schodde & Edward C. Dickinson 48 Bull. B.O.C. 2005 125(1) 


Mathews, G. M. 1912a. Additions and corrections to my Reference List to the birds of Australia. Austral 
Avian Record 1: 25-52. 

Mathews, G. M. 1912b. Editorial notice. Austral Avian Record 1: 65. 

Mayr, E. 1986. Monarchidae. Jn Watson, G. E., Traylor, M. A. & Mayr, E. (eds.) Check-list of birds of 
the world, vol. 11. Mus. Comp. Zool., Cambridge, MA. 

Mees, G. F. 1982. Birds from the lowlands of southern New Guinea (Merauke and Koembe). Zool. 
Verhand., Leiden 191. 

Schodde, R. & Mason, I. J. 1999. The directory of Australian birds passerines. CSIRO Publishing, 
Melbourne. 


Addresses: Richard Schodde, Australian Biological Resources Study, GPO Box 787, Canberra City, ACT 
2601, Australia, e-mail: Richard.Schodde@deh.gov.au. Edward Dickinson, The Trust for Oriental 
Ornithology, Flat 3, Bolsover Court, 19 Bolsover Road, Eastbourne BN20 7JG, UK. 


© British Ornithologists’ Club 2005 


The taxonomic status of the three subspecies of 
Cuculus saturatus 


by Ben King 


Received 3 January 2004 


Cuculus horsfieldi Moore 1857, Cuculus saturatus ‘Hodgson’ Blyth 1843, and 
Cuculus lepidus S. Müller 1845, were all originally described as species. However, 
Peters (1940) placed C. horsfieldi as a subspecies of C. saturatus and C. lepidus as 
a subspecies of C. poliocephalus Latham 1790. Wells & Becking (1975) 
demonstrated that lepidus was more closely related to C. saturatus, based on its 
song, which they described and illustrated with sonograms. A classification of C. 
saturatus consisting of three subspecies was generally followed into the 1990s, e.g., 
by Sibley & Monroe (1990), Howard & Moore (1991) and Wells (1999). However 
Payne (1997) considered C. horsfieldi a species separate from C. saturatus, based 
on differences in their songs, which he described. Clements (2000) followed this 
split. 

The breeding ranges of the three forms of Cuculus saturatus are allopatric. C. 
(s.) horsfieldi breeds across northern Eurasia from north-east Europe to Japan and 
north-east China. C. (s.) saturatus breeds across the Himalayas, southern China, 
Taiwan and the extreme northern part of south-east Asia. C. (s.) lepidus is resident 
in Malaya, and the Greater and Lesser Sunda Islands. C. (s.) horsfieldi and C. (s.) 
saturatus winter from southern India east and south to New Guinea and Australia. 
Recent field work and museum study suggests that the taxonomic status of these 
forms should be revisited. 


